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Summary

Camels, as a valuable source of protein and labor in arid and semi-arid regions, hold significant importance.
Considering their key role in the economy and livelihood of local communities, examining the health of these
animals is crucial. In this study, aimed at investigating the diversity and prevalence of fungal species causing
ocular infections in camels in the Zabol region, samples were randomly collected from 50 camels. The collected
samples were cultured on specialized media, and the fungal species present were identified. The results showed
that 88% of camels (n=44) harbored at least one fungal species, with Aspergillus fumigatus as the most preva-
lent, found in 11 cases (22%), followed by Penicillium in 9 cases (18%), Aspergillus flavus in 8 cases (16%),
Mucor in 6 cases (12%), Aspergillus niger and Rhizopus in 3 cases each (6%), Cladosporium in 2 cases (4%),
and Absidia and Trichophyton in 1 case each (2%). According to the study results, infection rates were higher in
camels over 2 years of age (68.18%). Statistical analysis showed no significant relationship between age or gen-
der and the prevalence rate of isolated fungi (p>0.5). Additionally, while male camels exhibited a higher rate of
fungal isolates than females, this difference was not statistically significant (P=0.11). The findings suggest that
the unique climatic conditions of the region may contribute to the prevalence of ocular fungal infections, espe-
cially in desert-dwelling animals.
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